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Abstract
The process of peacebuilding in post-conflict regions is a delicate process, contingent upon the
participation of all societal groups and the search for a culture of peace. This process is greatly
impacted by the role of the historical memory within a state, as well as the mass media’s shaping
and maintenance of historical memory of which is influenced greatly by the State Apparatus and
state ideology. In this thesis we attempt to develop a solid basis for analyzing the interplay between
the three concepts of historical memory, the role of the media in shaping historical memory, and
the processes of peacebuilding to come, through a case based study of Catalonia, Spain—a region
with prolonged conflict and violence, including regional autonomy during the 1936-39 civil war
era and the more recent secessionist movement since 2010.
1. Introduction
In this thesis, I will employ methods of archival and library research to highlight the impact
that various methods of media coverage have had on historical memory and the peacebuilding
prospects of a nation, and on a population’s ability to organize, mobilize, and revolt. I will develop
my thesis through a case study focusing on Spain and the nation’s historical memory postdictatorship (since the 1975 death of Gen. Francisco Franco) and peacebuilding outcomes within
the region of Catalonia.
As a scholar of international affairs and an advocate for peace, it is impossible for me to
ignore the warning signs of a world quickly devolving to violence, hatred, and fear, specifically
the rise in various forms of divisive and xenophobic nationalism. I would like this paper to be an
exploration of how we can collectively demand transparency, accountability, and solutions from
the media systems that mold our opinions and the governments they fall subject to. Violence and
conflict are not one-way streets. Both populations and governments exert violence in order to seek
political, social, or economic change—but only the state holds a monopoly over the legal use of it.
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The negligence of the modern corporate media has spawned alternative forms of media,
manifesting in a variety of ways. The modern media has the capacity to permeate every facet of
our daily lives. Our existences are rooted in devices that beep and blink to notify us of every
waking move of the world. Much of this information is unreliable and lacking critical analysis,
serving only to polarize and enrage1.
The information age, or “the network society” has brought about knowledge and cognitive
change like no other (Castells, 1997). The information age is essentially the interplay between
three key historical changes including the restructuring of global capitalism and globalization, the
“Information Revolution” of the 1970s by which an immense amount of technological
developments were created, and the social movements spawning from the 1980s including
feminism and ecologism (Castells, 1997). All of these factors make for a more interconnected,
interdependent, and transnational world.
Most patterns in our societies can be explained through the lens of globalization—the
process by which technology, ideas, and beliefs are shared transnationally. Over the course of its
development, our world system has been shaped to fit neo-liberal and capitalist policies. Immanuel
Wallerstein, the architect of World-Systems Analysis, proposed that the world functions in a
system based on core and peripheral structures. The periphery—the global south, through the
processes of globalization is tied to the core—the global north, through exploitative structures of
extraction of value (Wallerstein, 2004). The modern world system characterized by classical
liberalism—individual economic freedom with little state control—began largely in the 1500s with

This ties in with the concept of information overload. Information overload happens when there is more “input" in
a system than the “processing capacity” can handle. Because decision makers have a limited processing capacity,
this results in a significant reduction in the quality of the decisions made (Speier, Valacich, & Vessey. 1999).
1
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the influx of capitalism and the globalized process of colonialism (Wallerstein, 2004). This system
has created a dynamic of global capitalism, largely unmonitored and unregulated.
With little regulation, guidance, or a consensus on best practices, modern media systems
have been left to develop and expand under the direct influence of oppressive governmental
structures and capitalist ideological frameworks. Government influenced and corporate (mass)
media has successfully surpassed independent journalism and citizen-based media in terms of
control over the information arena due to the resources they hold. Corporate media has had room
to develop and flourish thoroughly by aid of governmental institutions and structures that favor
the most powerful actors in the global market. In an increasingly connected globe through the
processes of globalization and technological development, it is impossible to ignore the impacts
that the modern media has had on the building of peace and the construction of historical memories
in regions that have been impacted severely by conflict.
Historical memory can be defined as the way in which societies collectively recall their
past (Nascimento Araújo & Sepúlveda dos Santos, 2009). The way in which we remember our
history is one of the vital components in building long-lasting cultures of peace—a concept first
defined and adopted in 1996 by the United Nations General Assembly in A/RES/51/101. A culture
of peace includes the will of the people to promote development, reconciliation, justice, diversity,
human rights, and political participation of all genders and races for the purposes of preventing
conflict and providing a sound structure for peacebuilding (A/RES/51/101, 1997). This process is
greatly impacted by the use of the media to cover and publicize these occurrences.
If the horrors that a community has historically suffered are washed over and covered up
by a corporate owned media or a media that functions as the mouthpiece for a regime, the prospects
for building peace are lessened—there is no closure if there is denial. Additionally, if the media is
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prone to promoting and publicizing conflict with little to no structural analysis or view of what a
future without that violence would look like, societal attitudinal changes necessary for
peacebuilding and conflict resolution may be difficult to bring to fruition.
The historical memory and dialogue of our world system has long been dominated by
Western and neoliberal media—neoliberal referring to a recasting of traditional liberalism to fit
the globalized process of production, interconnected markets, as well as the privatization and
deregulation of the international economy beginning in the 1970s. This domination of discussion
allows these actors to craft the story as it fits their mold. Capitalist tendencies and the never-ending
search for wealth have caused the media to become less and less free—often influenced greatly by
investors, business leaders, and political affiliations.
Traditional literature on the subject tends to focus on the increase in monopolistic control
of the media by authoritarian states to stifle critical debate in the 18th and 19th centuries (Barnett,
2010). However, the corporate worldview in areas such as the United States has similarly caused
an anti-democratic movement when it comes to the freedom of information and the press. The
media requires an immense amount of wealth and status to participate in the first place, effectively
eliminating competition from radical forms of media who do not hold the same access to resources
(Barnett, 2010). This monopolistic control of the media prevents the plural participation of a
society. However, with the rising of third-party media companies and social media in areas of the
world that have historically never held a strong stance in the media, our narrative is being changed
drastically, and instances of violence and conflict are being covered through a different lens.
The importance of this thesis is to explore how all three of these phenomena coincide with
each other. The media has the duty of delivering truthful, accurate, and timely coverage of both
daily occurrences and events of intense conflict and terror. However, the way in which these events
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are covered and the extent as to which they are showcased may have grave impacts on the
development of peace and the maintenance of an accurate historical memory in regions that have
experienced conflict. Conversely, this paper also attempts to analyze the ways in which
populations are mobilized politically through various forms of media—whether that be social
media, art and performance media, or other types of experimental and radical media.
The media, specifically news media, has a direct link to the maintenance and dissemination
of the historical memory within any given state. This is due to the fact that the media is one of the
main communication entities and mechanisms of political socialization between the general public
and the national structures—along with schools, family, and religion. Historical memory
influences the way in which people interact within a society, the embedded structures of the
society, and hence the peacebuilding outcomes of a state. If the media is owned and operated by
corporations or state governments, then the possibility of the maintenance of an accurate historical
memory and governmental transparency will be diminished. If the society of a state has access to
free and open social media, art and performance media, as well as citizen-based journalism, then
the maintenance of an accurate historical memory and governmental transparency will be
heightened.
Further, historical memories that are lined with impunity, lies, and inaccuracy will come
to yield negative peace – i.e., latent structural injustice even when there is no visible violence -which may in turn yield conflict in the future. Historical memories that are maintained accurately
and focus on justice and reconciliation will yield positive peace.
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Schematic Portrayal of our Thesis Question: (→: to be read as ‘yields’)
Independent Variables → Intervening Variables → Dependent Variables
Characteristics of Media

Historical Memory

a) Ownership

a) Impunity, Lies, Deceit

b) Use of social media

b) Accurate and Maintained b) Positive Peace

c) Performance media and art

Peacebuilding Outcomes
a) Conflict/Unrest

c) Negative Peace

Corporate Media → Impunity, Lies, Deceit → Negative Peace/Conflict and Unrest
Citizen-Based Media → Accurate and Maintained → Positive Peace
2. Methods
In this thesis, I will employ a case study approach to thoroughly analyze our hypothesis. I
have ultimately arrived at the decision to use this approach, a qualitative method, due to the
thoroughness of the structural analysis that comes with the ability to analyze one specific case in
detail. Though case study formats are generally more suited to hypothesis generating rather than
testing, it is with this exact notion in mind that we go forth (Collier, 1993). The purpose of this
thesis is not to draw direct cause and effect relationships between the functioning of the media and
the processes of peacebuilding and conflict resolution, but rather to use this space to shed light on
an area of study that has yet to be developed and requires deeper analysis to clarify.
Qualitative methods are experiencing a resurgence in political science, largely due to the
fact that standard statistical models are not sophisticated enough to explain the contexts or
causalities for these “natural” yet complicated occurrences—natural referring to an event that
occurs in everyday life (Collier & Elman, Qualitative and Multi-Method Research: Organizations,
Publications, and Reflections on Integration., 2008). Most occurrences in the political world
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cannot easily be described or generalized by traditional statistical regression formats (Gerring,
2009). Statistics can give people a false sense of precision and accuracy when in reality the data
used may be faulty, and most standard significance tests are often arbitrary (Gerring, 2009).
The case study has particular relevance to our specific thesis question due to the lack of
existing literature surrounding the media’s interaction with political mobilization, peace, and
conflict resolution. A case-based analysis maintains the integrity of the history and details of each
individual case, which often is lost in studies that focus on large-N and cross-national analysis.
Each new case that exhibits or confirms our hypothesis does not necessarily verify our conclusion
or prove causality (Clark, Golder, & Nadenichek Golder, 2018). We assess this information and
perform this analysis with the goal of showing that these concepts are useful in illuminating the
case selected (Collier, 1993).
In order to acquire the resources necessary to develop my analysis, I have gone through the
processes of selecting a case—which in a case-study encompasses the sample of the population
identified. A case can be described as a “spatially delimited phenomenon” that may be observed
diachronically or synchronically (Gerring, 2009). The case is then analyzed in detail, exposing
structural and historical mechanisms that may be responsible for the occurrences at hand.
I will be utilizing a diachronic case study approach to analyze Spain’s efforts postdictatorship to establish long-lasting peace in Catalonia and ensure an accurate historical memory
which is then maintained by the media that the nation consumes. I will begin with a historical
approach, identifying key events that may have shaped their modern society and henceforth the
media that is created and perpetuated. After this historical analysis, we will transition into
assessing our observations of the case. Below I have listed the multiple observations we are using
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to aid in the exemplification of our hypothesis through the case study approach. Of course, through
the process of performing the case study, more observations may become apparent.
In addition to this method, I will be utilizing various models of analysis developed by
scholars of international affairs, philosophy, and communications to analyze the media directly
while following previous systematic levels of measurement. Within our case study, we will attempt
to perform a content analysis of news articles from within Spain, as well as international coverage
of the events related to recent conflict in the region of Catalonia.
Our hypotheses:
1. Post-conflict peacebuilding initiatives are pertinent in creating stability and bringing long lasting
peace to societies that have experienced an era of immense violence and suppression. These
peacebuilding initiatives require a culture of peace to ensure long-term stability.
2. Ownership of the media greatly influences the content bias and ability of smaller media to be
successful in the larger arena. This observation ties into the concept of funding, as it is equally
important to know not only the ownership of these groups, but to know who/what they are reliant
on to maintain their operations.
3. The coverage that the media presents on instances of violence has an impact on the development
and the maintenance of an accurate historical memory in post-conflict societies. The framing of
these events may bring clarity as to why a state’s history is held in a certain regard.
4. The historical memory of a society is a delicate balance of commemoration and progress. How
has the maintenance of the historical memory impacted public discourse, political action, and
governmental influence?
5. Civil involvement in media has been an important indicator of public opinion and discontent.
This involvement may include the creation of art—spawning from multiple mediums—and the use
of social media for political mobilization.
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3. A Review of the Recent Literature
In order to thoroughly investigate the thesis question and evaluate the hypotheses, it is
pertinent to review the literature on the subjects thus far. I will begin this literature review with an
explanation of each key concept necessary to build the basis of what we will be discussing further
in this paper. I will then review the literature surrounding the concepts of violence and conflict in
the political context, transition into modern peace studies literature including key pieces on conflict
resolution and peacebuilding, and lastly complete the first section of the literature review by
defining historical memory and why it is important for the progression of peace and conflict
resolution. Following initial analysis of the fundamental literature, we will transition into literature
that more specifically analyzes the impact of the media on these concepts.
Defining Peace in Relation to Violence
In order to use the terms “peace” and “violence,” we need to define them, for without
definition they are words with little to no meaning or application. In this section we will be
discussing multiple types of violence, including the physical and the structural. Structural violence
is a concept that is important in defining, for it is often invisible. Structural violence may include
the absence of physical violence, but the presence of oppressive structures such as racism,
classism, and intolerance of all kind that harm specific groups. Structural violence is often latent
and unintended, but the impacts are still very real.
On the opposite side of the spectrum, we will also be analyzing the various types of peace
that may present themselves during the processes of peacebuilding. Positive peace requires the
complete absence of all forms of violence, both the personal and the structural. A truly peaceful
society recognizes its capacity to provide for all within it and holds to agency to do so as well.
Negative peace signifies the continued existence of violence, most often the structural. These are
key concepts that will be elaborated on further throughout this section.
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In Johan Galtung’s work “Violence, Peace, and Peace Research” (1969), he paves the way
for an accepted definition of peace and an applicable definition of violence—thoroughly
encompassing how these two work in unison to create the other. One of the key signifiers of peace
is the absence of violence, but this notion also signifies that violence is inextricably tied to peace.
In order to understand the relationship between peace and violence, we need to view violence in
the most holistic way possible, thoroughly exploring every avenue in which violence may appear.
The three standard principles of peace are as follows (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace
Research, 1969).
1. Peace refers to social goals that have been agreed on by many if not all in a society.
2. These social goals may be drastic and complex but are not necessarily unattainable.
3. Peace requires the absence of violence.
Though it is easy to describe peace as merely an absence of violence, the definition of
violence greater than merely physical manifestations is important to lead thinkers of peace to
correct conclusions in regard to peacebuilding. If we continue with a narrow vision of what
violence consists of, we leave space for “highly unacceptable social orders” in our peaceful
societies (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). Galtung states that if this
definition is all encompassing of violence and peace is the foil, that means “too little is rejected”
when the values of peace are upheld—meaning that structural aspects of violence are neglected,
resulting in negative peace. Violence, in the simplest of terms, “is present when human beings are
being influenced so that their actual somatic and mental relations are below their potential
realizations” (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). This definition leaves a lot of
room for the misinterpretation of what can and cannot be considered violence.

13
Galtung goes on to define violence as “the cause of the difference between the potential
and the actual.” He continues the explanation of this definition of violence by referencing a
hypothetical person infected with tuberculosis in the 18th century. In the 18th century, the fact that
this person was dying of tuberculosis would not be considered an act of violence. However, with
modern medicine and the ability to cure or treat most infectious diseases, this situation happening
today would be violent due to the ability of the societal structures to inhibit the death of this human
but lacking the agency to do so. I believe this comparison to be very pertinent in our current public
health situation. In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, people are dying due to a lack of access
to the medical resources that we have in abundance. This is made clearer through the racial and
class disparities documented of those deaths. That is structural violence.
How can this be so? How can no explicit display of blood or violence be considered such?
When the potential (wellbeing) is higher than the actual, the actual is avoidable; and when the
actual (harm) is by definition avoidable but still occurs, that is violence (Galtung, Violence, Peace,
and Peace Research, 1969). When the actual is unavoidable, then no violence is present. This type
of structural violence is the most abundant, however least addressed. Perhaps this is due to the
difficulty in completely reconstructing oppressive structures that if left unchecked will only
continue to harm people. This definition of peace and violence frames a holistic analysis of the
systems and structures in place that cause violence, death, destruction, and civil unrest.
A. Thinking of violence as a structure: the six distinctions. Within the cycle of violence,
our actors include an influencer, the influencee, and a way in which influencing happens. In
relation to human interactions, Johan Galtung dubs them the subject, the object, and the action
(Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). With the model presented, Galtung makes
five separate distinctions about the concept of violence, all of which help to create a larger point
of view for what violence could potentially mean.
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The first distinction: Physical versus mental. With the above definition, it is important to
distinguish between physical and psychological violence. Within the confines of the definition of
violence above, the focus is solely on the human body and death—the somatic (Galtung, Violence,
Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). Physical violence constrains or harms the human body. We can
think of this in terms of how direct physical violence caused by war may impact the human body,
versus the example Galtung uses with unequal access to transportation—a small group holds a
monopoly of transportation, leaving the rest stuck in their confined locations.
Psychological violence is violence that works on the soul and the mind. Psychological
violence may include threats, propaganda, indoctrination, lies, and brainwashing—all of which
limit the potential of a person’s mental capacity (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research,
1969). It is also important to note the overlap between the two types of violence. With physical
violence brings psychological violence, but psychological violence does not necessary denote the
presence of physical violence.
The second distinction: Positive versus negative influence for violence. The influencing
factors for violence may come in positive or negative aspects. Someone can be restrained in their
actions yet rewarded by the “influencer” for doing what that influencing power wanted in the first
place, while simultaneously being punished for what the influencer does not want (Galtung,
Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). Further, the concept of the “potential” that
encompasses violence needs an indicator of consent. For if the potential is not consensual, that is
still violence, for the mental capacities of a person are being limited.
The third distinction: Is there an object that is hurt? This distinction relates directly to
the object being influenced. How can there be a presence of violence when there is no proof of
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“hit” or “hurt” (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969)? Violence may still be
present in the form of a threat of from the structures that maintain psychological violence.
Galtung makes the distinction under this section of bodily harm versus physical destruction
of property. With the physical destruction of property, there is no direct physical violence against
humans, but the act itself may serve as psychological violence to send a message or allow motives
to be seen.
The fourth distinction: whether there is a subject (person) who acts. Within this
distinction, there are two separate outcomes. The first being “truncated” violence with an actor
who exerts personal or direct violence (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). The
second being a situation in which there is no such actor, so the violence is henceforth structural or
indirect (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). In this case, there is no direct
violence occurring to the human body, but the structures that perpetuate inequality in power and
wealth are perpetuating systemic violence. In all, it is the imbalance of power and resources that
creates the violence. This potential for violence is increased when the influencee is not only low
on the totem of wealth, but health, education, and power as well (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and
Peace Research, 1969).
The fifth distinction: Intended versus unintended. This distinction is important in relation
to consequences and guilt. In the Judeo-Christian and Roman Jurisprudence sense, guilt is tied to
intentions rather than consequences—of which our definition of violence is based (Galtung,
Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969). Structures created to combat intended violence will
fall short of identifying the unintended though still present violence that spawns from political
structures.
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The sixth distinction: Manifest versus latent. Manifest violence is something that is
observable. Latent violence cannot be observed. Latent violence is due to an “unstable
equilibrium” (Galtung, Violence, Peace, and Peace Research, 1969).
B. Negative Peace versus Positive Peace. Following our thorough definitions of violence
and peace, let us look at peace with an analysis of the systems and structures we know to perpetuate
violence. Peace manifests in two main ways, the positive and the negative. Just as there is duality
in violence, that same duality exists within peace.
Galtung in his work “A mini theory of peace” explains these concepts in simple, one
sentence statements. Positive peace essentially means that “what is good/bad for one is good/bad
for the other” (Galtung, A Mini Theory of Peace, 2007). Negative peace connotes “what is good
for one is bad for the other,” while indifference signifies a mutual “non-relation” (Galtung, A Mini
Theory of Peace, 2007). Negative peace can accurately be described with our original definition
of peace, the simple lack of violence. Positive peace requires the “presence of harmony.” Negative
connotations of peace have an equally detrimental impact on the development of peaceful
resolutions in a society or between parties as the conflict itself (Diehl, 2016). Negative peace aids
in mounting discomfort and unrest, continuing the cycle of violence that brings direct physical
conflict into existence.
The peace that strived for as believers in active and non-violent societies is positive. Active
non-violence requires the total elimination of all forms of violence, especially and perhaps above
all the elimination of structural violence. Structural violence may be considered our biggest battle
yet to be overcome, because it is impossible to negotiate with corporate owned government and
media—they have nothing to lose. Active non-violence should never advocate for a society in
which negative peace is present, for that requires the pacification of our fellow humans and the
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inability of the people to stand up against oppressive structures that maintain control over their
lives. The goal to be reached – positive peace -- is based on the concepts that Martin Luther King
Jr. advocated for, active non-violence, which requires actively confronting the injustice of the
status quo.
Active non-violence more than just a phrase, it is a way of living and is important in the
construction of the culture of peace that we will address in this literature review. This concept does
not signify the absence of resistance, in fact resistance is a vital component of active nonviolence—the activism and organizing done is accomplished outside of violent means (King Jr.).
Active non-violence recognizes that no one should be subjected to the wrongdoings of another,
and that those wrongdoings will not be righted by the further use of violence (King Jr.). The end
goal of active non-violence is not the humiliation and subjugation of the other, but the friendship
and understanding for a mutually beneficial future. Arriving at positive peace from negative peace
requires the presence of active non-violence.
Historical Memory and the Ideological State Apparatus
Historical memory, as mentioned in our introduction, is the way in which societies
collectively recall and recount their past. For the purposes of this thesis, the terms “historical
memory” and “collective memory” will serve the same function.
In their work “History, Memory, and Forgetting: Political Implications” Maria Paula
Nascimento Araújo and Myrian Sepúlveda dos Santos attempt to define and establish limits for
the remembering and forgetting processes a society experiences after mass events of trauma. The
main intent of their article is to show how memory functions selectively and may potentially be
used as a “political weapon” not only for the victims of violence, war, and genocide but for those
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who attempt to establish a “hegemony of forgetting” (Nascimento Araújo & Sepúlveda dos Santos,
2009).
The general way people construct memory is analyzing events from the perspective of their
previously lived experiences (Nascimento Araújo & Sepúlveda dos Santos, 2009). This way of
constructing memory is not only on the individual level, because it requires the information from
past interactions of various different people and groups to form and frame the recollection.
Individual memory cannot be separated from collective memory, for we are inextricably linked to
others through our shared and varying experiences.
Some sociologists and philosophers believe memory along with history and culture to be
“collective representations actively formed by social actors” (Nascimento Araújo & Sepúlveda dos
Santos, 2009). Collective memory is linked to ongoing moments and recollections that are then
passed down to new generations. Because the passing of these memories is normally linked to
those with the resources to perform mass teachings, those with power tend to have a monopoly on
collective and historical memory. Memory cannot only be considered a reconstructed past because
it is constantly morphing with every retelling and new experience.
However, it is important to not falsely equate memory with autonomy and democracy.
Additionally, we need to steer away from equating forgetting with authoritarianism. All states that
claim themselves to be democratic frequently edit and reframe their history. Sepúlveda dos Santos
and Nascimento Araújo mention France as an example of a state that engages in the systematic
revision of its history, by frequently reinterpreting the revolutionary era through things such as
textbooks and public memorialization.
This reframing of history works in several ways, all of which aim to maintain the control
and legitimize the use of force and political violence against their own citizens. In order to exert
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control over a population, states must prove their dominance and gain legitimacy from those within
their territory. They do this through the Repressive State Apparatus and Ideological State
Apparatus (ISA) (Althusser, 2014). The State Apparatus includes the structures of a government
and all its branches. The term ISA was first coined by Marxist philosopher Louis Althusser,
identifying apparatuses that function to promote the “ruling ideology” of the ruling class. These
two terms differ in the sense that the former usually functions by means of repression and violence,
while the latter functions by ideology (Althusser, 2014).
The ISA plays a large role in shaping the beliefs and historical memory of a population.
Althusser’s list of ISA institutions and organizations include scholastic, familial, religious,
political, associative, information and news (or media), publishing and distribution, and the
cultural apparatuses (Althusser, 2014). Though few of these are directly connected to the State
Apparatus, they promote the dominant state ideology and historical memory which serves to keep
the population in line. No ruling class can maintain power without also exerting power over the
ISA structures embedded in the state (Althusser, 2014).
The construction of a historical memory has political implications. Instances of suffering,
violence, conflict, and humiliation can bring about “highly contagious feelings of vengeance”
which may breed public discontent and discomfort (Nascimento Araújo & Sepúlveda dos Santos,
2009). Further, the construction of histories by systems and structures leads to an arbitrary
solidification of origin, which is then used to exert dominance and power. The authors end the
piece with a call for balance between an utter denial and obsession with the gruesome histories
that haunt these societies.
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This notion is pertinent to our thesis question. The way histories are constructed begins
with the development of texts, anthologies, archives, and museums—and with the development of
technology, the media. The ownership of these means under capitalism falls far out of reach of the
average citizen and is instead left to those with far more resources 2. Those with more resources
are often the ones who were least impacted during times of war and conflict. Yet this small group
of elites persists to monopolize the functions of the State Apparatus and ISA.
Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution
The process of ending conflict and the transition to peaceful societies is a multilayered
process that focuses on the steps of mediation, conciliation, justice, and peacebuilding. Mediation
focuses on ending the conflict, while conciliation works to heal the trauma caused by the conflict,
in order to rid the relationship between the parties of these previously held notions and biases
(Galtung 2007). However, if conflict reconciliation is not met, pacification takes the role of
conciliation (Galtung 2007). As mentioned earlier, the outcome of conflict should never be the
pacification of a society. Active non-violence is a vital component to creating long lasting
mechanisms of positive peace. A society must be able to criticize and advocate for structural
change in order to allow for more transparency between the State Apparatus, ISA, and the general
public.
A culture of peace is a necessary condition for the longevity of positive peace. It should be
of the utmost importance for peace and conflict practitioners to be continually promoting and
building these cultures of peace which critically analyze their surroundings, accept with open
minds, embrace diversity, and aim for the total equity of a community. These cultures of peace are

2

See section entitled “Freedom of information, censorship and regulation, and media ownership” for more
information.

21
disseminated and taught through both traditional and non-traditional means of education. The ISA
can also help to promote a culture of peace, but this notion is far from reach in a capitalist system.
The Media and its Role in Peace, Conflict Resolution, and the Maintenance of Historical
Memory.
Though there is a perceived and clear impact spawning from media involvement in conflict,
there is little to no clear evidence to corroborate the literature that currently exists on the subject.
That of which is published holds no strong empirical data to back up their claims. This is due to
the fact that the media’s presence is so wide-reaching, and the ways in which humans change are
far too complex and interconnected to pinpoint a specific causal relationship. The majority of the
literature that attempts to explain the relationship between the media and conflict falls short by not
analyzing the deeper contexts and systematic reasons the conflicts are initiated in the first place.
A. How the media works, an overview. In order to better understand how the media may
have an impact on conflict resolution, peacebuilding processes, and historical memory, it is
important to understand the several ways in which change may occur in the human brain: cognitive
change, attitudinal change, and behavioral change (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). Cognitive change
refers to the ways people think about conflict and other groups of people, attitudinal refers to the
attitude people hold towards each other, and behavioral change refers to the behavioral the ways
in which people act with each other
While there may be a lot of unknown information surrounding the legitimate impacts of
the media on decision making, the media does aid in improving the cognitive knowledge of
populations (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). Other key points to note about the media’s relationship with
change is that the media rarely every directly impacts a person’s actions or behaviors, rather the
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media is more likely to have an impact on the attitudes a person has which in turn may convert
into behavior.
Though there are many ways for people to change their cognition, attitudes, and behaviors,
when audiences hear of situations of conflict and violence their initial response comes from their
emotions, not their logic (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). We need to strike a balance. Covering peace in
ways that intrigue our audience and elicit an emotional response can help to create stronger
inclinations towards peace and penetrate the barriers to change in the mind, in turn transforming
their thinking and actions in situations of conflict.
Beyond the three standard modes of change that could occur within the brain by way of
media exposure to both peacebuilding practices and violence and conflict, there are other stages
of change that have long been debated in psychology. The question of how humans actually change
their minds is still being investigated. However, what we do know of the media and governmental
control/influence over such institutions is that they function to disseminate state goals and ideals,
while indoctrinating and socializing individuals to act in a specific way within the society
(Chomsky. Herman. 1988). This is in part accomplished through the ISA.
In 1988, Edward S. Herman and Noam Chomsky published the seminal work
Manufacturing Consent, which analyzed the use of the media in the United States as a propaganda
model. The main thesis of this work is that the favored ideology of the state will be promoted more
feverishly through the ideological State Apparatuses, and thus the media of a nation. The media
then serves the function of mobilizing support for the “special interests” of a certain state’s ruling
class (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
An example that Chomsky and Herman use to exhibit this notion was the disparities in
news coverage surrounding the “victim” of Polish communists, Priest Jerzy Popieluszko, and the
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death of Archbishop Oscar Romero. The former situation received far greater news coverage than
the latter, despite (or because of) Oscar Romero being assassinated in a U.S. “client state” of which
their right-wing military regime was under the guidance of the CIA (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
This instance follows directly with their predictions of how the media functions under the guidance
of the state ideology. A state is much more willing and interested in promoting information that
casts a shadow on those they don’t agree with ideologically, while hiding the parts of their own
wrongdoings that may result in poor public opinion of the regime.
For the state, the media functions as a propaganda tool. Chomsky and Herman attempt to
etch out a set of “filters” that news passes through in order to reach the general public to construct
their propaganda model for critical analysis of the media. This constructed propaganda model
includes:
1. The size, concentrated ownership, owner wealth, and profit orientation of the
dominant mass media firms. The bias of the corporate media is directly indicative of their
ownership. Independent journalism struggles to survive in a capitalist system because it is often to
the detriment of corporate owned and government influenced media. Independent media does not
frequently hold the same ideology as the ISA and often inspires the working class with a greater
sense of class-consciousness and communal identity (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). The response
by the corporate media and the government to inhibit the entry of any radical media groups was to
make it an ever more expensive arena to participate in (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). Community
organization is what elites fear most, for it gives us the collective courage and strength to challenge
established and predatory systems.
2. Advertising as the primary income source of the mass media. Chomsky and Herman
note that advertising essentially took the role of state taxes, licensing, and harassment to control
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the flow of the media. Since media sources cannot function if they are not receiving this advertising
revenue, the “free market” essentially decides what news is and is not worthy, based on who they
give their support to and how much revenue they make (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
I would argue that this filter can be adjusted slightly to accommodate for the increase in
technology and marketing tactics between 1988 and present day. For the purposes of this thesis we
shall also include “clickbait”—deliberately misleading titles to attract more viewers to an online
news article—as a generating source of advertisement revenue for corporate media companies
(Sisodia & Pujahari, 2019).
3. Reliance of the media on the information of governments and “experts” who are
funded and approved by these primary sources and agents of power. In order to meet their daily
news demands and quotas, mass media companies often rely on their proximity and relationship
to the rich and powerful as a means of procuring news stories. An example of this practice can be
seen in the growing use of “embedded journalism” to report on wartime conflict3 (Froneman &
Swanepoel, 2004). The government and other bourgeois entities have the greatest amount of access
to areas in which news may spawn, including the countless amounts of meetings and press
conferences of which are easy to attend and cost relatively little for the mass media companies to
cover.
This relation to these powerful entities is symbiotic in the sense that the media achieves its
daily news goals while acquiring legitimacy from outside views based on their chosen sources of
news. This in turn legitimizes the state and their functions. Throughout this process, the mass

3

Embedded journalism refers to the practice of journalists traveling with the military of a certain state to report on
the conflict at hand (Froneman & Swanepoel, 2004). This practice leads to biased and one-sided views of
international conflicts because journalists are only viewing the war from the perspective of their home state’s
military.
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media as well gains more credibility through their perceived “objectivity” within this type of
reporting (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
4. “Flak” as a means of disciplining the media. “Flak” can be referred to as pushback or
negative responses to the operations or workings of the mass media (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
These may manifest in a variety of ways from public opinion to legal action. Of course, as we have
come to learn, those with more resources will always be more loudly heard than those with little.
Immense elite pressure on the media can cause drastic transformations in the style and content of
news reporting. This pressure can become expensive and unbearable for media sources that are
independent and citizen-based, forcing them out of the business.
Take, for example, United States President Donald Trump’s treatment of the corporately
owned and operated media—a group of which he even plays a huge a part in influencing—when
they portray him or his administration that is any way unfavorable. Trump has taken drastic steps
to discount the validity of U.S. media including the attempt to bar certain reporters from White
House hearings and press conferences (Farhi, 2020). He frequently uses the phrase “fake news” to
discount the credibility of these large media companies in order to instill some sort of “discipline.”
Not only are these attacks detrimental to the truth and transparency of state operations, they are
illegal4 (Nossel, 2018).
5. “Anti-communism” as a national religion and control mechanism. Anti-communism
was a common trope used during the cold war and has since been disguised as anti-terrorism and
national security efforts by states. Communism has frequently been used as the highest form of
evil within capitalist states. This anticommunist stance is especially prevalent with property

4

When Trump threatens these actions against the free media, he crosses a boundary that is not protected by the First
Amendment (Nossel, 2018). Trump’s harmful words are often put into action by the bureaucracy he controls. This
use of force to repress the media is a direct infringement upon free speech and transparency (Nossel, 2018).
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owners because the concepts of communism fundamentally deconstructs their power and class
status (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). This anticommunist rhetoric helps to establish an invisible
enemy, in turn creating a larger nationalistic identity. Because these anticommunist sentiments can
be weaponized at quite literally anything due to the “fuzziness” of its nature, governments and
media outlets can use anticommunist arguments against any form of dissent that they deem too
radical (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
This aspect may not be as overtly recognizable today as it was in the 1980s, due to the
energy from the red scare and outward anti-communism being converted into neoliberalism and
anti-terrorism—which can be argued to hold essentially the same principles, but in a less forward
facing malicious manner. However, anti-communist sentiments remain prevalent in democratic
and Western nations. There is still a stigma surrounding communism and those who believe in its
fundamental principles.
The control of the media may be more visible in states whose governments directly control
the state information systems and media in order to engage in systematic censorship (Herman &
Chomsky, 1988). It is significantly less visible in states where the media is privately owned and
formal censorship is not used, but the corporate monopoly of the media still exists (Herman &
Chomsky, 1988). However, that does not negate the fact that it is just as powerful regarding the
formation of the communications of the state and reframing the collective memory as its public
counterpart.
The news and information that ends up reaching the public has been passed through all
these filters—it is cleansed and picked through to ensure favorable content (Herman & Chomsky,
1988). It often seems that these forms of media alone have the right to decide what is and is not
considered newsworthy due to their situational relationship to the state structures and access to
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resources. If something comes up that has the potential to tarnish the image of one of the dominant
ideologies they hold, it is not newsworthy, and it never reaches the public eye.
B. Freedom of information, censorship and regulation, and media ownership.
Though there is little perceived censorship in most Western and democratic societies, the
majority of such occurs outside of the bounds of direct censorship. Many scholars argue that the
corporate control of the media and the for-profit media model which requires the content be written
to appeal to the lowest common denominator, paired with a laissez-faire approach to the economy
has taken over the state’s job of weeding out the news sources that show them in a bad light.
Chomsky and Herman cite the transition to neoliberalism as a main factor in eliminating working
class and radical news sources. This type of informal censorship and regulation of the mass media
comes mostly by way of media ownership and their relation to the State Apparatus.
The ownership of the media has a direct influence on the bias that the corporate media
holds and the stories that they cover. One of the biggest determining factors within the telling of
history and reconciliation of conflict is the ownership of the media. The development of the
modern corporate mass media can be traced back to the 19th century with the entry of newspaper
enterprises into the market (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). This was largely due to the cost it took
to operate a media group due to the increased stress put on them to reach large audiences (Herman
& Chomsky, 1988). This process of making news media a more expensive sector to enter can be
traced back to the technology boom that allowed for the mass printing of newspapers and new
forms of media such as radio and television (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). The financial limitation
surrounding the ownership of the media has existed for more than a century and only persists to
worsen.
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As mentioned earlier, those who have the most resources will always have more claim to
the control of the media under capitalism. Citizens are guaranteed rights to freedom of speech in
democratic societies, “you do not have to be a mogul to publish your opinions. The big question
is: can you get anyone to listen?" (Breiner, 2014). Facebook, Twitter, Google, and Yahoo all hold
a huge stance in the distribution and creation of news media due to their wealth as companies.
These sites use algorithms that are created to pick through what is and isn’t relevant to their
audiences from not only other news sources but independent creators as well—for example
individual Tweets and posts (Breiner, 2014). Facebook alone directs around 20% of traffic to all
news sites (Breiner, 2014).
Even local news sources are dependent on the mass national media companies for news
other than local occurrences. Chomsky and Herman warn that despite the large number of media
systems present, a relatively small amount of them churn out the majority of the news content.
These companies are profit driven and owned and controlled by very wealthy people (Herman &
Chomsky, 1988). Further pressure is added to those media companies that are fully integrated into
the market by their stockholders and benefactors who are focused on the bottom line (Herman &
Chomsky, 1988). Though Manufacturing Consent was published decades ago, the themes remain
steadfast and applicable.
All the various medium systems that exist rest on a tiered system that is measured by
prestige, resources, and outreach. Not all media is created equal. The top tier of the media system,
which is corporate owned and influenced greatly by government structures, supplies both national
and international news to the tiers below it (Herman & Chomsky, 1988). That is precisely how
national and international news can be skewed and depicted through only one lens. There is no
variety of legitimate and completely truthful sources surrounding national and international news.
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A classic example of this was the Hearst Newspaper empire and their role in the Spanish
American War. Despite the end of the conflict, William Randolph Hearst encouraged his
illustrators who painted depictions of the battles for his newspaper empire to continue to paint
these pictures and churn out false war stories (kcatfish, 2014). The famous dialogue between
Hearst and American artist Frederick Remington, who was hired to depict the revolution forming
in Cuba, is indicative of our current media’s mindset on war reporting.
-“Everything is quiet. There is no trouble. There will be no war. I wish to return.”
-“Hearst sent back a note: “Please remain. You furnish the pictures and I’ll furnish the
war.” (kcatfish, 2014)
This response by Hearst to fabricate an entire war was based on couple of reasons, the largest being
that the war sold newspapers and created an illusion of a U.S. empire that at the time did not exist
(kcatfish, 2014).
The cost of running a truly independent media is far too great for most to afford. It just is
not possible in a capitalist structure that requires you to make profit in order to be deemed worthy
or viable. Independent journalism is important in maintaining a sense of accountability between
the government and a society. Without truly independent media, the only information that reaches
the public is that of which is considered “newsworthy” to these ruling classes and filtered through
the criteria proposed for the media as a propaganda model (Herman & Chomsky, 1988).
With the influx of social media in other information technologies, the viability of the media
system that had been structured in the 19th century is declining. The longevity of media groups is
tied directly to their ability to make money, and when a media company cannot make money they
fizzle out. A form of media that has spawned from the inability of the general public to participate
in these arenas is the concept of citizen-based journalism. This can be done by means of blogs or
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social media. At the beginning of 2020, over 4.5 billion people across the globe were internet users,
of which 3.8 billion were users of social media (Kemp, 2020). This number is expected to grow
drastically in coming years. It is forecasted that half of the world’s population will be social media
users by halfway through 2020 (Kemp, 2020). Social media is largely becoming the main source
of news for many people.
C. The corporate media’s role in perpetuating conflict and its orientation towards
conflict. As it stands, the media has more of an impact on proliferating conflict than it does peace
(Bratic & Schirch, 2007). The media is a business under a capitalist system, and whatever sells is
what continually gets published and aired. The media requires revenue to maintain daily
operations. In the age of smart phones, the death of print media, and our brains being adjusted to
communicating solely through tweets with 280 characters, people are less likely to read the
contents of an article than they are to read the dazzling headline, click the share button, and move
on to the next post. Additionally, the corporate media serves as a mouthpiece for the regime in
place, promoting their ideology publicly. Research has discovered that conflict and war is often
sensationalized and viewed strictly from one side of the dispute in order to create a sense of alliance
to the state and rake in revenue (Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019).
Functioning as a business under a capitalist system leaves little to no room for true and
accurate investigative reporting. Peace doesn’t sell. As the saying goes in the journalism business,
“If it bleeds, it leads.” People do not have the same gut reaction to a story of peace and coexistence
as they do a story of death, destruction, and terror. Our world view is “conflict is pervasive, and
peace is abnormal” (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). The media already orients itself towards conflict,
utilizing the methods of “war journalism” to maintain positive public opinion of the regime and
dependence on the State Apparatus. The media aims to bring the viewer on the side of the state,
for that is how they also maintain their status and power as an institution.
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In 2014 Emrys Schoemaker and Nicole Stremlau published a review of the modern
literature surrounding specifically the media’s role in creating conflict. This piece details the key
evidence found within the current modern literature on media and conflict studies. The main points
of the article were to investigate the impact of the media on war and peaceful transitions, as well
as the influence of new information and communication technologies on the mobilization of
societies, liberation, and oppression (Schoemaker & Stremlau, 2014). They do this through
database searches utilizing key words to identify literature surrounding the topic of media and its
impact on conflict. This database search pulled articles and resources based on journal sources
across 19 different countries. This methodology was created to make a baseline for research in this
specific area moving forward as a way of assessing the progression of the field.
Overall, there could not be a conclusion made regarding the media’s role in creating
conflict. However, their findings surrounding common themes within the literature are
enlightening. They found that there is an acceptance of the notion that free and independent media
is an integral part of those post-conflict peacebuilding processes, yet there is no movement to uplift
and protect these organizations (Schoemaker & Stremlau, 2014).
Normative discourse surrounding the media is frequently employed, and a large gap exists
between the local and national functions of the media. The article states that as it stands, there is
insufficient evidence surrounding the direct role of the media in perpetuating conflict (Schoemaker
& Stremlau, 2014). Another overwhelming theme in the current literature is that it fails to provide
historical and structural contexts for the analysis of the connection between media and conflict.
Much of the literature that exists on this topic is not independent either, it is what they call “grey
literature” (Schoemaker & Stremlau, 2014). This type of literature may include special reports on
various development projects that are specially commissioned by donors, so often they are not peer
reviewed or published in any academic journals (Schoemaker & Stremlau, 2014).
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There is solid evidence that supports the claim that the corporate media has an inherent
affinity for conflict. As for the media’s role in perpetuating conflict, no clear conclusions can be
drawn in relation to their direct link.
D. Alternative potential roles for the media. The media can be an extremely powerful
tool in reaching a large amount of people in little time to help shape behaviors, beliefs, and create
mass consensus around movements of peace and reconciliation. However, many barriers stand
between the current state of the media and how it could potentially be used. Those who administer
modern media, according to Gadi Wolfsfeld, tend to favor the following four values: Immediacy,
drama, simplicity, and ethnocentrism—all of which are not great building values for positively
peaceful societies (Bratic & Schirch, 2007).
The media, outside of being used as a tool of propaganda by the state, can potentially
function in multiple roles—all of which lead to a varying desired political outcome (Bratic &
Schirch, 2007):
“The Media as an Interpreter”: The mass media functions as an interpreter in multiple
ways. One of the largest impacts of the media acting as an interpreter to the public is aiding the
public in making general decisions based on their immediate environment. This could be through
providing information about cultural, political, and social issues, or about problems we can more
immediately respond to, such as traffic and the weather (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). The media
functions as an interpreter by helping people make sense of events outside of their immediate
physical realm.
“The Media as a Watchdog”: The media can also serve to function as a third-party
watchdog. A watchdog helps bring to light stories that may have been hidden to the public (Bratic
& Schirch, 2007). Using this type of media with other types of conflict resolution and
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reconciliation processes is a great way to promote awareness of the essential social issues that
brought the conflict into existence.
“The Media as a Gatekeeper”: The media can also serve as a gatekeeper or an agenda
setter (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). The media has one of the largest abilities to set the conversation
and steer discussion around certain topics. The media often fronts as honest, fair, and equal,
bringing light to all sides of a story, when in reality most media sources hold implicit biases. Due
to this, journalists can often fall into the trap of “false balance”—referring to the journalists’
presentation of opposing viewpoints as being more equal than the legitimate evidence proves
(Grimes, 2016). False balance5 within media can be as dangerous as having no balance of evidence
and opinions at all.
“The Media as a Policymaker”: Media can also function as an effective policy maker by
influencing how nations respond to violence and conflict. These outlets can often serve as
mouthpieces for various policymakers in attempt to further their policy positions (Bratic &
Schirch, 2007).
“The Media for Diplomacy”: Though diplomatic actions are usually taken behind closed
doors, occasionally the only mediator between two sides of a conflict is the media. The media can
be used to send messages between the sides of the conflict. At times, the media may spearhead
these initiatives themselves by inviting representatives from the various sides to engage in a public
dialogue (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). Media also helps with gauging the public support for
negotiations and treaties.

5

See for example the BBC’s coverage of climate change in 2011. The BBC’s strict application of these “impartial”
guidelines led to a disproportionate amount of airtime for climate change deniers, despite the clear scientific
evidence that climate change was and is a real and detrimental occurrence (Grimes, 2016).
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“The media as a Peace Promoter”: Using the media as a way to celebrate peace
negotiations has proven incredibly helpful in maintaining the support for ceasefires, treaties, and
other diplomatic actions that bring an end to conflict and violence (Bratic & Schirch, 2007). Above
most things, the media can serve to provide confidence in peace processes. This is also an
opportunity for the media to participate in the creation of a culture of peace.
“The Media as a Bridge Builder”: The main goal of building bridges through the media
is to eliminate the polarization between groups of different ethnic, national, and racial identities
(Bratic & Schirch, 2007). This is intended by finding similarities between groups, demonstrating
that despite differences these people face the same struggles, hold similar interests. It is also
important to show that both sides of a conflict have the similarity of condemning violence and
working towards positively peaceful outcomes (Bratic & Schirch, 2007).
As we can see, all of these roles still serve the function of promoting some variant of the
status quo, i.e., the ideology of the ruling class of a state. They focus very little on how positive
peace and active non-violence can be achieved through social change. Even the processes of bridge
building and peace promotion are often structured with the purpose of furthering the intentions of
the state. These roles of the media are all categorizations of how the corporate media in particular
are able to function. Few of these aspects are applicable to independent and citizen-based media
with the possible exception of the function of the Watchdog or Bridge Builder, based on the lack
of access to resources and hence the ability to reach a large audience.
E. Analyzing how the media builds/prevents peace. As it stands, there are two major
schools of thought that a journalist or media specialist can adopt. The first is standard professional
journalism—which has dominated the field for much of its existence and continues to do so
today—while the second did not emerge until Johan Galtung published his exploration of Peace
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Journalism in 2003. Peace Journalism was a direct response to the reliance the mass media has on
using conflict for news content (Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019).
Peace Journalism is essentially the counter school of thought to traditional professional
journalism. However, Galtung takes this a step further and proposes that standard professional
journalism can more accurately be described as “war journalism.” War journalism uses language
of military triumph and polarity to establish dominance and a sense of superiority (Gouse,
Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019). In his article in which he first coined the concept,
Galtung draws an analogy to the spread of a disease to enable the audience to make a
comprehensible comparison between the process of conflict escalation and the spread of disease
or epidemics (Galtung, Peace Journalism, 2003).
In lieu of using the titles mentioned above for the two types of journalism, Galtung
challenges the reader to think of them as disease-oriented journalism—or war journalism, versus
health journalism—peace journalism or conflict sensitive journalism. The latter of these methods
attempts to address the root causes of the disease (the violence or conflict)—hoping for a solution
and actively working for the outcome (Galtung, Peace Journalism, 2003). The former stands by
and watches “objectively” not caring who lives or dies, only hoping that “our” body (our side of
the conflict or war, usually that of the state) wins.
The question of validity comes into play when referring to objectivity within media
practices. Especially in times of intense violence and conflict, is there really an opportunity for
objectivity? Though intentions are good, media groups can rarely be wholly objective. Intrinsic
bias is what makes up our lived experiences. A choice is still to be made to say that you will
disregard all human instinct for empathy and intuition, to solely “give the facts,” while not
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addressing root causes nor treating the symptoms of the conflict, or continuing with the analogy,
the disease at hand (Galtung, Peace Journalism, 2003).
The way that conflict, violence, and war are covered by the media is focused on the sport
of it all, while completely ignoring the fact that there are real life repercussions for the violence at
hand (Galtung, Peace Journalism, 2003). It is easy to watch or read the news headlines and turn
the page or change the channel on a story that should invoke a visceral reaction due to the content
of the violence, which has been normalized through repetition. This is only so easy for us because
conflict and violence are the main marketing tactics used across the entire media sector. Violence
sells, peace has no monetary or capitalistic value.
However, the proposal of a peace-centered counterpart for war journalism does not argue
that violence itself should not be reported (Galtung, Peace Journalism, 2003). Every person has a
right to know the news of their community. Instead Galtung recommends that peace journalism
function under the basis of conflict transformation to pair the objective facts with solutions rooted
in empathy and a holistic knowledge of the community. This transformation aims to find solutions
other than violence to the conflicts at hand and provide opportunities for human growth during the
peacebuilding processes. Since the media already has an inclination for violence, peace journalism
would focus largely on ways that the society can collectively emerge from the conflict with greater
solidarity and communal cohesion.
In addition to conflict transformation, peace journalism requires structural analysis of
conflicts and root causes of violence. Instead of merely recounting occurrences, media in this
model would be inclined to share a holistic account, with historical evidence and a look into the
way governmental, class, race, and community structure interplay (Galtung, Peace Journalism,
2003). Violence may cease, but the structural inequalities that spawned it in the first place will
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only linger to breed more anger and discontent. Only treating the symptoms of the disease and not
eliminating the disease itself allows a cycle to be created, making it impossible to rid yourself or
the greater society of the symptom-causing disease. Peace journalism is not necessarily war
preventive journalism, but it takes into account the implications of not going to war, as well as the
impacts of war on human life and post-war outcomes (Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, &
Nyamwange, 2019).
Though change spawned by the media on the individual level can occur and leave a strong
impact, that impact is not broad enough to maintain a lasting effect on the entire society. Individual
efforts for cognitive and attitudinal change within peace journalism need to be paired with
structural efforts. If structural oppression lingers, the impact of conflict resolution efforts will fall
short. The media can be vital in creating the “critical mass” necessary to begin widespread social
and structural change in times of conflict and violence, but only if it helps to address the underlying
root causes for the conflict itself (Bratic & Schirch, 2007).
Galtung’s original concepts have since been expanded upon so the concept can be
operationalized through journalism practices. Peace journalists should focus on identifying the
conflict as more than just a two-sided battle, aiming to present solutions, and discussing the longterm implications of the conflict on the society rather than just the short term, visible outcomes
(Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019).
In the article “An investigation of the conceptualization of peace and war in peace
journalism studies of media coverage of national and international conflicts” (Gouse et al., 2019),
the authors attempt to operationalize the concepts of peace journalism and war journalism to
analyze news from the media, controlling for media that is difficult to analyze such as Tweets and
other social media posts. This is done through a content analysis that analyzes media messages
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systematically. Performing a content analysis of peace journalism helps understand how peace,
violence, and war are conceptualized through these structures.
The authors categorized works of journalism surrounding war and peace into three main
categories, each of which holds its own sub-categories (Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, &
Nyamwange, 2019). These include:
Violence Type-- direct violence, cultural violence, structural violence
Coverage Period—illness-diagnoses-therapy-solution, illness-diagnosis oriented, illness
oriented.
War/Peace

Indicator—elite/people

oriented,

uses/avoids

demonizing

language,

visible/invisible effects of war, two-party/multi-party orientations, differences/agreementoriented, dichotomizes the good and bad/avoids labeling of good and bad, partisan/nonpartisan orientation , uses/avoids victimizing language, uses/avoids emotive language,
focuses on here and now/causes and consequences, zero-sum/win–win orientation,
victory/peace oriented, reactive/proactive, propaganda/truth oriented, stops reporting,
leaves after war/stays on to report aftermath of war (Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, &
Nyamwange, 2019).
The findings of this study validate Galtung’s original claims that direct violence is covered
far more than structural and cultural violence, and suggests a move forward for journalists to
investigate these cultural and structural instances of violence more deeply. This study also found
that Western and English language media especially tend to frame their arguments and news in
terms of war (Gouse, Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019). An astounding 98% of the
reports studied in this article were reported during the course of a particular conflict (Gouse,
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Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019). This is no surprise, since conflicts are considered
issues of high public interest and lucrative sources of ad revenue.
International conflicts, however, are very rarely covered after they have been “settled.”
Conflict coverage during times other than the “escalation phase” is a rare occurrence (Gouse,
Valentin-Llopis, Perry, & Nyamwange, 2019). This outline for the measurement of the application
of peace journalism versus war journalism will be important in our case study analysis of postdictatorship (i.e., post-1975) Catalonia, Spain. This article acknowledges its limitations of only
analyzing articles in English, so it will be interesting to see how these concepts hold up when we
analyze news that is predominantly in Spanish or Catalan.
F. Social media, art, and rebellion. Though media is often used in the traditional sense
to refer to publications, news groups, and other outlets that inform their audiences of happenings
and occurrences, it is important to view media from the holistic sense. In this section we will be
discussing in detail the rise of social media and how it has helped to organize and mobilize
populations to the point of civil unrest or at times complete revolution. Additionally, we will
discuss how artistic forms of media such as music, film, literature, and physical art have
historically been used as ways to express dissent.
1. Music and Art. Political commentary and dissent can be identified across many
mediums of art—political cartoons, music, films, poetry, literature, performance art, and so much
more. Historically, art has been used to make dissident statements against the mistreatment of
populations and denial of human rights, as well as the overarching presence of the elite class. Art
has a way of capturing the attention of your audience in a way that standard journalism could never
(Doezema, 1989).

40
Marianne Doezema exemplifies this in her analysis of two books originating from the late
17th century, which were some of the first to exhibit direct political statements and calls to action
through art and illustration (Doezema, 1989). These books used political art to disseminate
information and values through utilizing cartoons fused with pop-cultural to analysis state
structures through a critical and radical lens. Using artwork to organize pulls in a completely
different genre of crowd than those who typically engage with radical theory. The end goals of
these books and collections of political illustrations was to “create tensions” as well as “incite
public questioning” of the structures that ruled over them (Doezema, 1989).
Music has been a tool of the revolutionary left across the world for centuries. These songs
serve to share theory, spread hope, and mobilize large groups of people for structural change.
Music, however, may be used as propaganda of the state or state related humanitarian entities in
order to promote a sort of democratization. In fact, as our present-day capitalist system has
developed, the chance for achieving “success” or influencing power as a musical artist has
significantly decreased for those who hold leftwing and progressive values and are not already
famous by way of Hollywood nepotism. By nature of capitalism, those with the most resources
have access to a greater proportion of power in relation to all markets. This power aids in shaping
social norms, beliefs, and current pop/political culture. This is much like the corporate ownership
of the mass media.
Luis Velasco-Pufleau in their work Reflections on Music and Propaganda defined
propaganda as a mode of communication that includes “not only the mobilization of objects, but
also of discourse, places, acts, and rituals” (Velasco Pufleau, 2014). Velasco-Pufelau goes on to
defend the connection between propaganda and music through the study of humanitarian songs.
An important qualifying statement within analyzing music as propaganda is that a song can be

41
considered propaganda if the “mobilized individual accepts the implicit ideology” (Velasco
Pufleau, 2014).
The 1980s saw a rise in international humanitarian-themed fundraising by big ticket stars
and singers, specifically tracing back to the Ethiopian Civil War (Velasco Pufleau, 2014). This
was all being done in the name of democratization. These initiatives spawned discourse around
the strategies to promote “awareness” of international affairs and conflict. These harmony songs
construe helpless victims out of citizens of another country, while promoting the white savior
complex often embodied in Western cultures not only by nongovernmental organizations and
churches, but by the governments themselves. Perhaps the direct propaganda intent of all of these
songs like the 1985 USA for Africa song “We Are the World” is not as clear as we would like it
to be, yet it is still important to note that these international superstars are millionaires and hold
immense amounts of power and capital. If they wanted to end world hunger, they would. One thing
these campaigns did accomplish, however, was the normalization of Western intervention in
foreign sovereign states.
2. Social media. Political grievances tend to manifest in political uprisings and protests.
These uprising may be due to a multitude of explanations, but the main theory includes the
inability of governments to meet the changing needs and demand of their population (Wolfsfeld,
Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). The other accepted notion is that the gap that separates the desired
standard of democracy in the society is higher than the actual standard, so it inspires the populous
to demand more accountability and democratic processes. In this last notion I tread lightly, for if
we make outside judgements of other nations’ uprisings, we cross a boundary into imperialism
which comes with a false sense of superiority. In fact, the media is often complicit in molding
stories of conflict and violence in other nations as democratization movements, particularly if they
are pro-Western, even when there is nothing democratic about them at all.
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How are these political movements and uprisings being aided by the use of social media as
a protest organizing tool to express political grievances? Mobile phone penetration has brought
huge changes to the media environment (Schoemaker & Stremlau, 2014). Social media, mobile
applications, and other forms of internet enabled communication have increasingly been used not
only to mobilize supporters for liberation and/or revolution, but to rally for violence, racism and
fear especially by Western far-right hate groups (Schoemaker & Stremlau, 2014).
The use of social media for revolutionary means was first given major light with the onset
of the Arab Spring in 2011 (Wolfsfeld, Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). Social media can be a great lowcost tool for organizing, recruiting, raising money, distributing information, allowing discussion,
and eventually mobilizing groups for action (Wolfsfeld, Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). A population’s
access to social media is inhibited by the political structures around them, and in turn this may
limit their ability to mobilize publicly.
The general opinions on the use of social media as a means for political organization and
manifestation are divided in half: cyber enthusiasts and their counterpart cyber skeptics. Cyber
enthusiasts are optimistic about the potential for social media to be used in a constructive way,
allowing for people in non-democratic societies to organize and insurgencies to grow (Wolfsfeld,
Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). Cyber skeptics on the other hand tend to downplay this new rush of
technology, claiming that is give people a false sense of participation – sometimes dubbed
“slacktivism”—and security (Wolfsfeld, Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). Another facet of this argument
could be that the easy use of social media for organizing has adversely been taken advantage of by
far-right reactionary terrorists.
A key example from the Arab Spring that exemplifies the dichotomy between cyber
skeptics and cyber enthusiasts is the use of Twitter as an organizing mechanism for the political
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uprisings seen in Iran in June of 2009—this is often called the “Twitter revolution” (Wolfsfeld,
Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). Twitter aided the organizing of the political uprisings during this time,
however, the role that Twitter played in this movement was sensationalized and better for Twitter’s
branding more than anything. The article states that out of a population of around 70 million, only
around 8,000 were registered for Twitter (Wolfsfeld, Segev, & Sheafer, 2013). The actual impact
of the use of social media, Twitter specifically, in this uprising cannot easily be measured.
4. Final Thoughts on the Recent Literature
Though the media has the capacity to function in the positive and constructive ways listed
above, it rarely ever will. The media uses its abilities of manipulation to yield more revenue and
toe the company line. Even earnest attempts at supporting human rights and peace values are veiled
advertisements for the next new product—I have witnessed this personally during time I have spent
in quarantine due to the COVID-19 crisis. Every advertisement instantly changed to reflect the
goodness of the world and to rally our commitment to supporting our first responders and
healthcare workers for their sacrifices. They offer free coffees, burgers, partial donations to charity,
all to get your business. In summation, the historical memory of a state is maintained through the
State Apparatus and Ideological State Apparatus that are intrinsically tied to one another through
elite solidarity. One of the main Ideological State Apparatuses is the media, which serves to
promote the accepted ideology of the elite and ruling class, in turn shaping and reframing the
state’s historical memory. This maintenance of historical memory or the lack of one—referred to
as the “hegemony of forgetting”—plays a large role in the peacebuilding and reconciliation
processes in post-conflict areas (Nascimento Araújo & Sepúlveda dos Santos, 2009).
The models presented by Herman and Chomsky (1988) as well as Gouse, Llopis, Perry,
and Nyamwange (2009) in the literature analyzing the media’s role in shaping public opinion and
building historical memory, and measuring peace versus war journalism, are useful building blocks
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for analyzing our thesis questions and operationalizing our hypotheses within a case study format.
This, tied in with an in depth look at the historical conflicts of Spain, will help to expose the
patterns in which the media inhibits or encourages positive peace.
A fundamental change in the way the mass media is owned and operated is necessary for
the plurality of the media and the accountability of state elites. There needs to be a movement of
citizen-based, independent journalism that demands transparency and accountability from the
government and those that serve as its mouthpiece. As long as the corporate media has free reign
as propagandists for oppressive state regimes, positive peace will be far from reach. A strong
analysis of the State Apparatus, ISA, and the capitalist structures of a state is key in uncovering
the inhibited plural ownership and ideology of the media. This essential to uncovering the
relationship these structures have to the maintenance of the historical memory and the hence
conflict resolution and peacebuilding processes of a state.
5. Case Study: Catalonia—Political Unrest and Mobilization in the years Following
Dictatorship
To begin our case study analyzing the impact of the media on post-conflict peacebuilding
in Catalonia, Spain, we must begin with an overview of their conflictual history. In fact, it is
important to clarify the current situation in Catalonia, for it is not considered to be in a post conflict
peacebuilding period. The region is in a temporary lull or dormant phase due to the overstepping
of constitutional boundaries by Catalan separatist leaders and a lapse in terms of the movement’s
political strength. The Catalan separatist movement may have been defeated in the most recent
battle but are not destroyed politically—there will always be more manifestations of political
grievances, just in a new guise. Following a summary of the Catalan separatist movement, past
conflict, and peacebuilding initiatives, we will discuss how the historical memory of Spain has
been structured and molded through ISAs such as the state sponsored media and corporate media.
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From there, we will transition into the present-day situation of conflict and unrest within the region
of Catalonia and attempt to identify the mechanisms responsible for these reactions relating to the
maintenance of the state’s historical memory.
Origins of the Catalan Separatist Movement
The modern Catalan separatist movement we see today began gaining momentum in 2012,
but the origin of the conflict can be traced back to the founding of the modern state of Spain (The
Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019). Spain is a state that has historically held a lot of
pluralism when it comes to nationalities and ethnicities of the regions that exist outside of Castilla,
the dominant region of the 19th and 20th century (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019).
Castilla never had the chance to instill assimilation into the peripheral nations, such as Catalonia,
so the integrity of each individual region’s cultures, languages, and ethnic backgrounds remained.
Catalan nationalism grew largely in the 20th century as a movement of the rural population
and growing middle class (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019). However, it is
important to note that Catalonia was never its own kingdom. Before this shift occurred, what is
today known as Catalonia was a part of the Country of Barcelona (The Independence Conflict in
Catalonia, 2019). Catalan separatism and nationalism played a large reactionary role to the violent
control of the Spanish Monarchy.
In the 20th century, the various nationalities that made up the Spanish state were granted a
wide degree of regional autonomy and self-rule. During this time Catalonia experienced immense
immigration from other areas of Spain due to the increase in economic development (The
Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019). This regional self-rule was associated greatly with
freedom in the 20th century, which was swiftly rescinded with the military dictatorships of Miguel
Primo de Rivera (1923-30) and Francisco Franco (1939-75)—this final period of dictatorship is an
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important factor in the mobilization of Catalan separatists, which we will discuss later in this
section (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019).
With the end of dictatorship came a new state structure in the constitution of 1978, which
stated that Spanish sovereignty was in the hands of the state, not its various regions (The
Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019). This power grab by the central region of Castilla was
not taken lightly by the Catalan people and that reaction helped create the modern movement for
separatism that is seen today. Through referendums, Catalonia along with other regions of Spain
gained some autonomy surrounding the rule of their regions.
Catalonia’s history of autonomy and the Spanish use of repression in the region fed the
Catalan separatist fire. The region historically functioned autonomously and craves that same
autonomy today. Today, around 41.9% of the population of Catalonia favors succession, but this
may rise and fall depending on the strength of the movement at any given moment (New survey
sees percentage of Catalans against independence rise, 2019). Since 2010, Catalonia has seen an
influx in political violence and unrest due to their increased efforts for sovereignty. The rebooted
efforts of Catalan separatists can be traced back to the increased processes of globalization—
allowing for much easier transitions for newly autonomous states, especially in the European
Union—a drive to create one Catalan identity in contrast to that of the Spanish state, and the
impacts of the 2008 economic recession (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019). The
major events that spawned the modern mobilization of Catalan separatists were the 2012 and 2017
referendums for independence, which were deemed constitutionally illegal by the central Spanish
government (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019).
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The Impact of Francoist Repression on the Historical Memory and Peacebuilding of Spain
and Catalonia
The Spanish society is rich in culture and tradition—factors that play greatly into a
nationalistic mindset and have aided autocrats in exerting fascist, violent control over the state in
the past. In 1936, Spain was a progressive democratic republic led by the left and validated by the
society’s preference during a time of immense tyranny across the globe (Mir, 2008). However
great, the previous Republic was met with an attempted and eventually successful right-wing coup
that used violence to help break down the systems of constitutional democracy and reinstate a new
social order (Mir, 2008). This coup was not entirely successful at first, especially in Catalonia,
Valencia, and the Basque Country. In Catalonia, this was largely due to their history of autonomy
and independence that we mentioned earlier. This history of dissent helped to create a counter
movement to the fascist coup in that region, which in later years helped to spawn the modern
Catalan separatist movement. This intense battle of ideologies between multiple parties spawned
a civil war within the state.
This coup was led by Gen. Francisco Franco and other fascists inspired by the right-wing
movements happening during the time all over Europe. It was said to be a reaction to the
“destruction” of “social harmony” and religion by the Republicans, or as the fascists called them,
the “Reds” (Mir, 2008). This anti-communist and anti-left ideology is commonly shared across
fascist regimes, and is the beginning of the development of anti-communism as a way to control
the actions and beliefs of the general public. The Franco coup and Spanish Civil War were a
prelude to German-Italian-Japanese Axis of fascist powers and WWII. As we mentioned earlier
within our review of Manufacturing Consent, one of the main filters of determining the
construction of a propaganda model for a state includes the use of anti-communism as a “state
religion,” which we will soon see truly manifested in religious extremist ways within Spain’s
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dictatorial rule and influence of the Catholic church. Throughout the course of the 1936-39 civil
war, Catalonia remained on the side of the Republic, and the energy from that movement grew
with every wrongdoing of the eventual fascist regime.
The regime of Francisco Franco successfully established a new social order based on the
concept of “la raza.” La raza—or “the race,” in English—is essentially a caricature of a Spaniard.
“La raza” was an attempt of the Francoist regime to create one ethnic identity under one language
and religion, Spanish and Catholicism. Languages other than Spanish were banned not only in
print and news media, but in art and movies as well. Religions other than Catholicism were
persecuted with extra attention paid to the cleansing of atheists after the rise of the Franco regime.
This social order was maintained by the doctrine that essentially paved the way for fascism to
develop in the state, the 1939 Law of Political Responsibilities (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón
Montero, 1999). The 1939 Law of Political Responsibilities required the complete subjugation of
the society and civil servants to the fascist regime. We will refer to the state ideology and control
during this period as “Franquismo.”
This concept of one national “raza” was very problematic. Spain holds a host of religions,
cultures, and languages that Franquismo attempted to eliminate. Catalonian schools were not
allowed to teach the history of the Catalan region, nor the language. This stifling of individual
identity—or even the collective identity of a community—has caused deep-seated anger and
frustration within the state even to this day. The little pluralism that existed in the state during this
time was only accessible to those on the far right or to elites with large amounts of resources
(Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999). It is with this concept that we see the cultural
divides begin to expand. “La raza” never ceased to be the main Spanish ideology, and the impacts
of this are still engrained in the society by way of bias referring to opinion on Catalan separatism
and nationalism.
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Towards the middle of the 1950s, the totalitarian and fascist aspirations of the regime had
faded slightly as the widespread poverty and international isolation of the state became more
evident (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999). However, the end of Franquismo in
Spain did not arrive due to the enlightenment of the society that the system of government under
which they were subject was wrong, but rather the transformation within their economic system
from an autarchic version to allowing foreign influence, creating rapid development accompanied
by some political change (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999). These changes did
not immediately bring an end to the era of Franquismo, that didn’t come until after his death in
1975. However, whatever little change was brought about made a significant impact on the mass
communication media of the state (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999).
The period of time between 1936 and 1975 can be characterized greatly by political
violence and repression spawning from the State Apparatus, including the imprisonment and
arbitrary execution of those who voiced dissent—especially in Catalonia, a region that holds its
own cultural and linguistic identities. When Catalonia was conquered by the fascist forces, the first
thing that was done was the deconstruction of the Catalan Statute of Autonomy and the
criminalization of the separatist movement (Mir, 2008). This original criminalization of the
separatist movement is a sentiment that Spain carries today.
However, Catalonia not only experienced cultural suppression during and after the war,
they were also victims of extreme economic repression led by Franco (Mir, 2008). The families
executed in Catalonia would serve to “pay for their guilt” through the redistribution of their assets
for the construction of the new fascist state (Mir, 2008). During this time of extreme pacification,
property crimes rose by 50%, signifying the vulnerable situation in which the people of Catalonia
lived and their apparent fight for survival—most complaints surrounded small theft including
clothes, food, electricity, et cetera (Mir, 2008). The new order in Spain was built on the backs of

50
political prisoners, many of whom were Catalonian, who often died on the job or committed
suicide.
This period of dictatorship completely restructured the State Apparatus and the Ideological
State Apparatus, allowing for easy control of the population and an unlimited ability to mold the
state historical memory. Free media was not available under Franquismo, as is the case with most
authoritarian regimes. According to the Press Law of 1938, all media was to be reviewed and
approved by the state regime on a daily basis to eliminate any content that might depict them as
anything but the saving grace of the nation, and media groups could be suspended indefinitely
without an appeals process (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999). Directors of
newspapers and eventually radio stations could be removed and a new one appointed by the state,
even in cases of privately owned media companies.
This law was followed by subsequent “orders” by which the Francoist regime would send
obligatory instructions as to how to interpret news stories (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón
Montero, 1999). This was such an intense process of censorship that the orders even came with
instructions for the formatting of these news stories as well. Unlike other instances of
authoritarianism, the Francoist regime did not manage to set up a monopoly of the news media of
the state, but they did manage to have a strong hold on being the main newspaper publisher in
Spain.
The survival of private media during this period is due to the wide coalition of groups that
adhered to Franquismo, most notably Catholic and Monarchist groups (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, &
Ramón Montero, 1999). However, the private groups that did survive were not of ideological
diversity, and they were deeply scrutinized through the censorship mechanisms of the regime.
Reforms were made in 1966 eliminating prior censorship and relaxing direct controls on
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newspapers and publishing houses, and they could also freely appoint their managers (Gunther,
Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999). However, the state could still punish companies that
published things they didn’t like. This law played a huge role in undermining Franquismo. It didn’t
create freedom of the press, but it did allow for more access to it which in turn got more people
involved and interested in the news media, especially print media.
This restriction of the free media impacted Catalonia especially. This region was already
being targeted due the unwillingness of the population to conform to la raza and disavow their
cultural and linguistic heritage, and the control of their media was just the next step in
indoctrination. The overarching views of the media during this time were uniform and completely
in favor of the regime. The state then used these forms of media, regardless of public or private,
as propaganda machines for the regime (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999). The
role of the media was to depoliticize Spanish society and prevent mobilization.
Spain’s post conflict “peacebuilding” was based on a foundation of lies and deceit. In fact,
it can be said that Spain never resolved its conflicts, as there were no attempts made to formally
conciliate the trauma. There were no peacebuilding measures or activities put in place, the state
government simply transitioned from having Franco as the leader to not. There was no reflection
on the impacts of the fascist regime. The transition after Franco’s death was led by far-right leaders
who allowed the print media to have considerable freedoms while maintaining control over
television, art, and the radio (Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999).
After the death of Franco, democracy was not the immediately consolidated regime type.
In 1981, the state experienced yet another coup attempt, which was aided greatly by the power of
the Franquista ideology perpetuated by the civil guard and the Catholic Church. This right-wing
paramilitary stormed the parliament while 350 Spanish officials were debating a new form of

52
governance and took them hostage (The BBC, 1981). This attempted coup by Francoists was ended
by the Spanish monarch, as symbolic head of state. The true process of transition to a democratic
system didn’t begin in the state until the appointment of Adolfo Suárez as prime minister in 1976
(Gunther, Ignacio Wert, & Ramón Montero, 1999).
One of the main themes within Spain’s post-conflict reconciliation that presents itself is
the governmental cleansing of history and the attempt to establish a hegemony of forgetting—a
concept that we mentioned earlier in our literature review in relation to historical memory.
Forgetting was the basis of the new Spanish constitution post-dictatorship. The “Pacto del
Olvido”—pact of forgetting—was established by the state elites in the years following the death
of Franco and was later codified as a legality through the Amnesty Law of 1977 (Davis, 2005).
This pact of forgetting is exactly what it sounds like. It was an unspoken but universally
accepted rule to not discuss what happened during the Francoist regime, and therefore never bring
justice to the victims of the political violence and terror. They wanted to cover their history in
order to move forward as one cohesive nation, but what they failed to consider was the
repercussions of denying nearly a century’s worth of targeted abuse faced by the various ethnic
and cultural groups in Spain. This can be seen in the current political manifestations of violence
in Catalonia.
The concepts that comprise the “pact of forgetting” and the subsequent Amnesty Law are
common themes in states that have recently transitioned from fascism to seemingly more
democratic forms of governance. Most states would rather forget their history than work on
bringing transitional justice to their citizens. This is visible especially in Latin America with postdictatorship states such Argentina. Argentina experienced six coups d’état between 1930 and 1983,
the most notably violent and repressive being that of 1976 (Zysman Quirós, 2017). During this
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period of repressive control, the use of violence was increased and institutionalized through the
state military and paramilitary groups, and the media was monopolized to serve as the mouthpiece
for the regime.
The regime in Argentina started to make people “disappear”—this included kidnappings
and state sponsored murder—targeting those who were known to be in the political opposition
(Zysman Quirós, 2017). The nation was experiencing a silent genocide and families had no clue
what happened to their lost loved ones. This spawned large movements in the country to bring
justice to the families of the “disappeared” such as Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo6 (Zysman
Quirós, 2017). Despite efforts to reconcile these traumatic occurrences in the 1980s once
democracy returned, legitimate attempts at prosecuting war crimes and crimes against humanity
were not initiated until decades later (Zysman Quirós, 2017).
This neglect to maintain an accurate historical memory has led to a large divide within the
society between those who adhere to the truth of the history and those who can be described as
fascist apologists. The promotion of this false and detrimental historical memory was aided
intensively by the Ideological State Apparatus and the corporately owned, government and
Catholic church influenced media. Paired with this misconstrued historical memory comes the
engrained disdain and apathy for politics that was instilled in the public during the Francoist
regime.
Conflict and violence in the state is far from over. The Catalan separatist movement comes
and goes in waves, waning and waxing in political power. The overarching societal perception of
the Catalan separatist movement is not necessarily a fond one. In fact, it can be argued that the rise
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Las Madres de la Plaza de Mayo was a movement created by the mothers of the “disappeared” in Argentina. They
wore white headscarves and occupied the central plaza to demand answers as to what happened to their missing
family members (Las Madres de Plaza de Mayo, n.d.).
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in the far-right Spanish political party “VOX”7 is due partially to reactionary attitudes towards
increased activity by Catalan separatists from the years of 2017 to 2019—along with the rise of
anti-immigration sentiments and economic panic (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019).
This increase in political unrest by Catalan separatists intensified in the fall of 2019, following the
jailing of nine Catalan separatist leaders for their role in the 2017 referendum for independence
and succession (Jones & Burgen, 2019).
Media Influence on Modern Public Opinion of Catalan Separatism
As a result of referendums held in July of 2010 and September of 2012, there were mass
demonstrations held by Catalonian separatists in support of the referendums held for secession. In
the article “Shaping Public Opinion for Confrontation: Catalan Independence Claims as
Represented in Spanish, Catalan, Valencian, and Basque Editorials” (2017) the authors develop an
analysis of the media coverage of these two events by multiple regional sources. Most notably,
this article analyzes the coverage of two important regional media groups from Catalonia—La
Vanguardia and El Periódico, and from Spain proper—El Mundo and El País (Xicoy, PeralesGarcía, & Xambó, 2017).
The overwhelming theme of the Spanish news editorials from El Mundo and El País
included conflict centered language and supported the ruling decisions of the Constitutional Court
of Spain (Xicoy, Perales-García, & Xambó, 2017). El Mundo depicted these attempts at secession
to be a product of “radical nationalism” and the court ruling of 2010 to be a “mockery” due to the
court not condemning the entire edited Catalan Statute of Autonomy (Xicoy, Perales-García, &
Xambó, 2017). El País in both 2010 and 2012 stuck to their opinion that many of the protesters
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VOX is a far-right political party that gained traction in 2019, successfully winning 10% of the vote in Spain’s
2019 election (The Independence Conflict in Catalonia, 2019). The amount of support created for this party in such
a small time is indicative of the nationalistic and reactionary tendencies of Spanish political ideology and media.
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present at these political manifestations were not in support of Catalan separatism due to the low
voter turnout for these referendums. However, these articles neglect to address the reasons as to
why the voter turnout was low. This could be due to fears of repression or indeed that some Catalan
separatists view the means for separatism as anti-constitutional. One thing that is for sure is that
even with an astonishing amount of support for Catalan separatism, these major media outlets
downplay the strength that the movement holds. El Mundo and El País are the top two digital news
sources in Spain (Xicoy, Perales-García, & Xambó, 2017).
These two media companies attempted to disseminate the idea that the Constitutional Court
ruling in both 2010 and 2012 was undoubtedly correct and that the Catalan people were merely
being “manipulated” by the separatist leaders of the Catalan government (Xicoy, Perales-García,
& Xambó, 2017). They attempted to convince the general public that the Catalan separatist
movement is no real threat to the Spanish government. This is an excellent example of corporate
media linked closely to state ideals attempting to delegitimize a dissident political movement.
It is also important to note the reaction of Catalan media sources surrounding these two
eventful years. The results are not necessarily as expected. Even sources from within Catalonia
tend to take a biased approach, favoring greatly the rulings of the Spanish Constitutional Court,
yet appealing to the processes of diplomacy that could bring an end to the conflict (Xicoy, PeralesGarcía, & Xambó, 2017). Overall, both sources from Spanish sources and Catalonia neglect to
address historical roots of the conflict and spend little time on solutions for peace, instead they
center the conflict as a way to gain readers and shape public opinion.
The ownership of the Spanish media lies mainly within the hands of four large multimedia
corporations and a handful of small ones—Atresmedia, Mediaset España, Prisa, and Vocento are
the main corporations that control much of the Spanish media (Salaverría & Gómez Baceiredo,
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n.d.). El País is owned and operated by the corporation Prisa, while El Mundo is owned by Unidad
Editorial. These privately owned sources are driven by profit and are focused on the bottom line.
This may help to explain why they take a more Spanish nationalist point of view in order to appeal
to the masses.
One factor that has aided Catalonian separatists in mobilizing politically has been citizenbased journalism as well as art and other performance media, partly due to the long-lasting history
of media suppression in the region. When you cannot trust or rely on the structures given to you,
you must build your own. Just like the political mobilization of the Arab spring, Catalan separatists
are using social media to build their ranks and organize protests. Fall of 2019 saw the creation of
a secret mobile application for political protest and organizing by Catalonian separatist group
Tsunami Democrátic8 (Gallego, 2019). This application was only available to those who had a
special link, passed down by other members of the organization. The use of this application by
Tsunami Democrátic for community organizing is responsible for the manifestation of political
protests in support of Catalan separatism that became widespread in the fall of 2019.
Consistent with the repressive history of the state, Spain shut down the app and began to
frame these Catalan activists as terrorists (Gallego, 2019). That is quite a large assumption to make
based on the violence that did manifest but is also telling of the state’s history of terrorist activity9.
This claim of terrorism coming from the Spanish government in Madrid started a corporate media
campaign to discredit the movement on the basis of terrorism and build public backing for the side
of the established State Apparatus (Spanish court investigates Tsunami Democràtic for terrorism,

8

Tsunami Democrátic is a splinter group of the Catalan separatist movement that functions with no leader or
concentration of power (Gallego, 2019). It is a lateral and collective organization for Catalan liberation. They are
also not afraid to do a little property damage.
9
From 1968-2010 Spain experienced many acts of terrorism spawning from Basque separatists group “ETA” (What
is ETA?, 8). The state was also victim to an Al-Qaeda sponsored attack on commuter trains and the Atocha train
station in Madrid, which killed 192 people and injured many more (INTELBRIEF: 15 Years After Madrid Train
Bombings, What Have We Learned , 2019).
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2019). The political struggles of the Catalan separatists are far from being resolved. These deeply
rooted historical and structural factors prevent the formation of positive peace.
Reviewing our Objectives
Based on this history, which is largely erased from the official historical memory, the
conflict that is seen today in Catalonia makes perfect sense, though violent means are never
justified. There is an interplay between two types of nationalism and a history of repression that
dates back even before the rise of fascism in Spain. Those outside of Catalonia do not care much
for their independence efforts, and this can be directly linked to the influence exerted over the
separate regions of Spain by both the State Apparatus and ISA over the course of the dictatorship.
This also has a direct link to how individual regions of Spain recall that time of violence and
political oppression. A strong sense of nationalism and a state constructed ethnicity permeates
every facet of the society to date.
Public opinion of Catalan separatism is also greatly influenced by the economic impacts of
the 2008 recession. Catalonia has historically experienced greater prosperity than the rest of the
state, and Spain is reliant on their economic activity to remain afloat. If Catalonia achieves their
separatist ideals, the Spanish economy is sure to experience turmoil due to Catalonia holding
around 19% of Spain’s economic activity (Bosch, 2017). Some researchers suggest that if
Catalonia were to secede, Spain’s GDP would drop by 25 to 30 percent and unemployment would
double (Can Spain's economy survive a Catalan secession? 2017).
The use of the media as a propaganda model functioned successfully in Spain throughout
the decades of dictatorship, but instead of the dissemination a clear-cut state ideology, it created a
culture of apoliticism and disdain for politics that carry throughout the society today. This
apoliticism paired with the Pacto del Olvido helped to craft the historical memory of Spain and the
ways in which they respond to new instances of political conflict, violence, and uprisings. The
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ownership of the media in Spain during the time of Franquismo could not be considered corporate,
but still functioned to serve the ideals of the state due to intense censorship and regulation.
The lack of a cohesive and accurate historical memory, promoted by the State Apparatus,
Ideological State Apparatus, and mass media has made way for continued conflict and political
violence in the Catalonian region. There is a lack of respect and acknowledgement for the
Catalonian people, culture, language, and history of oppression. The lived experiences of the
Catalonians are denied and restructured by the overarching Spanish government, and by the everpresent impacts of making “la raza” the main identity of the state, despite no longer holding its
constitutional validity. This disregard for Catalan political identity is strongly represented in the
corporate media’s coverage of their political conflict today.
The biggest impediment that is seen in Catalonia’s peacebuilding is the inability of the
Spanish, due to indoctrination through the State Apparatus, ISA and media, to create a long-lasting
culture of peace due to the impunity that haunts the state. Spain has long ignored its own history
of human rights abuses, especially to those in Catalonia, and it is time to bring justice for the
victims of the forgotten right-wing extremism. The story of Judge Baltasar Garzón10 is indicative
of a movement for more accountability regarding the human rights violations and war crimes of
the past, but the inability of the state to admit their wrongdoing. Garzón was one of the first
prominent figures within the State Apparatus to expose and call for investigation into the violent
crimes of the Franco regime (Minder & Simons, 2012).
However, the treatment of this notable human rights judge by the Spanish government
showcases the state’s prolonged inability to reconcile with its violent and oppressive history.

10

Baltasar Garzón is most notably known for his involvement in the arresting of General Augusto Pinochet, the
former dictator of Chile, in a London hospital in 1998 due to his issuance of an international arrest warrant (Minder
& Simons, 2012).
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Garzón’s requested inquiry into these crimes was abruptly stopped only a few months after
beginning, and he was charged with a series of crimes by the Spanish government in relation to
these investigations and suspended from practicing law for eleven years. (Minder & Simons, 2012)
All of the charges brought against Garzón were not supported by the Spanish prosecutor’s office
due to insufficient evidence (Minder & Simons, 2012). Though Spain and Catalonia are not in
constant demonstrations of overt violence, Spain is still only in a stage of negative peace due to
the remaining structural inequalities and neglect for the historical memory of the state.
6. Concluding Thoughts
The media functions as a key part of the ISA, both in the dissemination of cleansed
information and the ideology of the state elite. In democratic nations, it is hard to view direct and
structured censorship of the media by the government, but as we have discovered in this paper,
that does not mean that democratic governments do not engage in these behaviors. Censorship and
manipulation for democratic societies is far more sophisticated in the sense that it is often invisible
and done through the corporate media. There needs to be a strong push for more investigative and
truly independent media in order to maintain transparency and allow for plurality in the modern
discourse of a society. Without a plural and independent media, societies are susceptible to
polarization and indoctrination. With the existence of continued social polarization comes latent
but not quite resolved conflict. This indicates the presence of negative peace. When the corporate
or government sponsored media is unable or unwilling to promote truth and transparency, citizenbased media, especially referring to social media, will serve as the primary political mobilization
factors of the state.
Neglecting past histories of violence and repression will only yield more violence, for it
functions in a cycle if that cycle is not inhibited by structured peacebuilding initiatives, which
could include efforts to promote cultures of peace as well as alternative narratives through
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independent media and peace journalism. The corporate media plays a large role in the
maintenance and dissemination of the state’s historical memory. While no direct linkages can be
drawn between the coverage of conflict and the perpetuation of said conflict, it most definitely can
be said to aid greatly in state attempts to pacify and control populations as an arm of the ISA.
Though direct causal links cannot be identified due to the complex and ever-changing nature of
these subjects, the concepts of historical memory, violence, and peacebuilding are inextricably
linked through the institutions that comprise a state, and are framed through the lens of the
dominant ideology reproduced by corporate or government controlled media.
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